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A Text-Linguistic Analysis of
the 1930s Mannerism Debate

Byeongjoo Lee*

Keywords: Kirim Kim, Hwa Im, Yongcheol Park, literary criticism, text mining, text

linguistics, corpus analysis, cohesion, metadiscourse

This study analyzes 29 critical texts (totaling 51,420 eojeols) by Kirim Kim, Hwa
Im, and Yongcheol Park — the three critics who participated in the Mannerism Debate
#I5X5) of the 1930s — through a methodology that combines text mining and
text linguistics. The analytical tools include normalized frequency (NF),
log-likelihood ratio (LL), mutual information (MI), the Booster-Hedge Ratio
(BHR), and the distribution of conjunction markers; these quantitative outputs
are interpreted through the text-linguistic frameworks of cohesion and
metadiscourse. The methodological premise is that text mining identifies what
is observed while text linguistics interprets what it means.

The analysis reveals clear lexical differentiation among the three critics. Hwa
Im’s distinctive vocabulary centers on romanticism, language, and realism;
Kirim Kim's on criticism, modernism, and science; and Yongcheol Park’s on
impression, effect, and technique, with the proper names of the other two
critics also appearing among his LL top-ranked words — quantitatively
confirming his position as the respondent in the debate. The BHR values — Hwa

Im (1.07), Kirim Kim (0.71), and Yongcheol Park (0.44) — indicate marked differences

*

Republic of Korea, Air Force Academy.
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in epistemic stance: Hwa Im is the most assertive, exceeding 1 consistently
across all phases, whereas Yongcheol Park is the most reserved, employing the
highest density of hedges. Hwa Im's BHR remains above 1 throughout the
debate (1.19, 1.17, and 1.46 across the successive phases), reaching a modest peak in
the aftermath phase rather than escalating sharply. In the diachronic trajectory
of gigyo (mannerism) and gisul (technique), all three critics increased their use
of gigyo during the debate phase; the point of differentiation lies rather in
the handling of gisul — Yongcheol Park maintained the predominance of
technique throughout, Hwa Im mobilized gigyo only temporarily as a critical
target, and Kirim Kim exhibited a reversal in the relative weight of the two
terms. Hwa Im’s dialectical integration of content and form is reflected in the
highest MI value (3.58) for the co-occurrence of these two terms among the
three critics, while distinct argumentative structures emerge in the conjunction
marker distribution: Kirim Kim shows causal markers as his most frequent type
(5.48) yet the lowest contrastive frequency among the three (3.67), foregrounding
analysis over opposition; Hwa Im combines contrastive (6.29) and additive (6.47)
markers; and Yongcheol Park relies overwhelmingly on contrastive markers
(7.65).

The study further conducts a cross-analysis of the relationship between
content-level cognitive reference points and modes of utterance. Although
Kirim Kim and Hwa Im share an identical content-oriented lexical com-
position, their discursive stances diverge (BHR 0.71 vs. 1.07): Kirim Kim is
exploratory and analytical, while Hwa Im is assertive. Yongcheol Park’s
“inspiration” registers an extremely low absolute frequency (NF 0.87), yet it is
coupled with the lowest BHR (0.44) — indicating that inspiration functions not
as a repeatedly argued keyword but as a premise underlying the discourse,

upon which his claims are advanced in the most cautious rather than the most
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assertive manner. These findings show that a cognitive reference point does
not directly determine the mode of utterance. Rather than merely verifying
prior qualitative interpretations, this study contributes on three fronts: it
secures the validity of its metadiscourse measures by manually hedge and
booster markers; it makes visible the cracks in static typologies of cognitive
reference points — through the use/mention distinction that frequency alone
cannot capture, and through the diachronic crystallization by which each
critic’s signature vocabulary was produced during, rather than prior to, the
debate; and it thereby demonstrates the necessity of a division of labor in
which quantification reveals surface patterns while close reading determines
their direction and meaning. It thus presents a case in which the quantitative
tools of digital humanities can be integrated with the theoretical framework of

text linguistics in the study of modern Korean literary criticism.



