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<Abstract>
Self-justification and Humanism as a Convert

- Focused on the works of Young-Jun Park in the post-liberation era -

Lee, Byeong-Ju
(Korea Air Force Academy)

This paper examines the three big ‘A}7] S (self-justifications)’ of
Park Young-Jun in his post-liberation works. The first is a
justification to reject his pro-Japanese activitivities. Park discards all
of his works that are produced during the Japanese occupation to
build a ground of an argument that he has been completely kept
away from the writing career during this period. In addition, he
msinuates the inevitability of his pro-Japanese activities through the
protagonists of "#-8HReturn Home), who work for the Japanese
Empire.

The second is a justification to move away from his left-wing
membership. Park is considered as a ‘&7tHneutral). After the
liberation, he seeks to orient himself in a new literary direction,
which is supposed to be influenced by Baek Cheol's ‘2182 (New
Ethics). Park, later, releases the Humanistic works that reflects his
personal agony and relationships.

The third is a justification motivated by his experience of hard
labor, as a prisoner of the Korean War. Such justification has been
unfolded through the Anti-communist depiction in T=of¢] =&
(The Labor of the Slaves);. Although, TAXEsHWar Front
Literature); is known for being heavily biased, Park succesfully
dissolves his sense of ethics through the Anti-communist depiction
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in "8x%38)(The Coastal Sea of Yongcho-Island),. The three big
‘self-justifications’ contextualize Park’s endeavors to seek Humanistic
methodology that holds personal agonization under the changes in the
stream of time.

* Key Words : Humanism, a convert, Park Young-jun, left-wing membershi
p, Self-justification, propaganda, Baek Cheol's New Ethics.
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